
 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION RECORD 
   

Portfolio Holder: 
Councillor D Laws, Portfolio Holder for Building 
Control, Flooding, IDBs and Planning 
 

Service: Planning Policy 
 

CMT Officer: Carol Pilson, Corporate Director 
and Monitoring Officer 
 
 

Delegated Power Being Exercised:  
Non-executive decision 
 

Subject of Decision: Withdraw the Fenland Flood Risk Sequential Test Methodology as a 
material consideration in the determination of planning applications. 
 

 

Decision Taken:  
The Fenland Flood Risk Sequential Test Methodology was approved by Planning Committee in 
February 2018. This document is not a Supplementary Planning Document – meaning that it 
currently has very limited weight in decision making. This decision seeks to withdraw the Fenland 
Flood Risk Sequential Test Methodology as a material consideration in the determination of 
planning applications defaulting to more up to date national guidance. 
 
Portfolio Holder’s Decision:  
Agree to withdraw the Fenland Flood Risk Sequential Test Methodology as a material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications. 
 

Reason for the Decisions:  
The Fenland Flood Risk Sequential Test Methodology was approved by Planning Committee in 
February 2018. This document is not a Supplementary Planning Document or a piece of technical 
evidence as such there has been no formal engagement undertaken on this document – meaning 
that it currently has very limited weight in decision making.   
 
Since the document was approved, there have been a number of changes to national planning 
policy and technical evidence/insights in relation to flood risk and water management/ movement 
across the district. These changes mean that the methodology document is now deemed to be out 
of date and as such should be removed as material consideration. 
 
Officers have recommended that the document is not replaced or updated as the guidance set out 
regarding the sequential test at a national level provides a clear position for local decision making. 
 

Alternative Options Considered (if appropriate):  
A do-nothing option was considered but deemed to be inappropriate as retaining out of date 
documents on our website is unhelpful to developers, site promoters and decision makers. 
 

Background/Reports/Information considered and attached: 
There are no notable implications regarding this decision. 
 
Copy of the document:  
https://fenland.gov.uk/media/19981/Flood-Risk-Sequential-Test-Methodology-
2018/pdf/Flood_Risk_Sequential_Test_Methodology_2018.pdf?m=1688477983903 
 

Portfolio Holder’s Signature: 
 
Councillor Dee Laws, Portfolio Holder for Building 
Control, Flooding, IDBs and Planning 

Date:  
 
25 June 2025 
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Please forward to Democratic Services upon completion 
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Date copy passed to  
Democratic Services   25/06/26 
 

Implementation Date:  
(if not called-in) 
(Allow 5 clear working days after publication 
of decision) 

Circulation:  Democratic Services, Portfolio Holder, Officer and Accountancy. 


